
 OFFICIAL 

Goods Movement References needed for empty movements 

From 1 February all movements through locations using the Goods Vehicle Movement 

Service (GVMS), including empty trailers, will need to have a Goods Movement Reference 

(GMR) to cross the UK border.   

Hauliers at GVMS locations are required to have a valid GMR for empty movements, 

however, in response to feedback from carriers and to manage traffic flows in the early days 

of full customs controls from 1 January 2022, HMRC provided carriers with the temporary 

optional ability to allow empty units not under transport contract to be embarked without a 

GMR for the month of January.   

Use of this temporary optional easement has been dropping off as hauliers adjust to new 

requirements. As a result, the easement will end as planned on 1 February and GMRs will 

be needed for all movements through GVMS locations. Any non-compliant vehicles will be 

unable to embark from their port of departure. 

HMRC will continue to work closely with carriers and our other partners to monitor the 

situation on the ground closely and to provide further support as and where necessary.  

To find out more about how to get a GMR go to GOV.UK 

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fget-a-goods-movement-reference&data=04%7C01%7Cjames.beetham%40hmrc.gov.uk%7Caa7055859b164143193c08d9dc275c73%7Cac52f73cfd1a4a9a8e7a4a248f3139e1%7C0%7C0%7C637782883908116681%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=LP%2BMyV3JPCUnjRSikvIcRx9tf4x2WOllb9%2FxEP71Y2c%3D&reserved=0

